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so distinct that the exocarp forms a skin, the mesocarp a fleshy
portion, and the endocarp a hard shell around the seed (Figs.
354, 356).

In some cases a number of separate flowers may form a collective
fruit (Figs. 329,330,345), as in the pineapple (Fig. 330) and bread-

Fie. 330. Collective fruit of pineapple
Left, mature fruit. Note that the fruit is made up of a number of fused fruits
and that each of these is subtended by a bract (&), In this pineapple the re-
mains of the three petals show plainly (p), but in many pineapples they dis-
appear before the fruit is ripe. Right, a section showing a single fruit and
portions of two adjacent fruits. The parts of the flower show plainly in this
figure: b, bract; s, sepal; a, anther of one of the stamens; p, petal; st,
style; o, abortive ovule. The chief difference, except for size, between the
appearance of the inflorescence in the flowering stage and of the mature fruit
is in the petals. In the flowering stage the flowers open a few at a time progres-
sively from base to apex, and the three purple petals, while not conspicuous,
are plainly visible. In the mature fruit either they are shriveled, as hi the
specimen illustrated, or they have disappeared
fruit (Fig. 331). In both of these cases the fruit is formed from a
compact inflorescence in which many individual flowers are joined
together from the time that they are first formed. Moreover, the
inflorescence, except for size, has an appearance which is almost
identical with that of the mature fruit.